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Overview 
Gabriel Silvestre is senior lecturer in Urban Planning in the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape at 
Newcastle University in the United Kingdom. Having received his PhD from the Bartlett School of Planning, 
University College London and with professional experience in local authorities, his work combines perspectives 
from urban studies and policy analysis. Gabriel has recently co-authored the book Insurgent Planning Practice 
(Agenda Publishing, 2024), directed the feature length documentary A Place in the City (2025) and is author of 
several published papers and book chapters on the topics of urban governance, the planning process and social 
justice, particularly in the context of Latin American cities. He is executive editor of the journal International 
Planning Studies and contributes regularly to peer-review submissions to top journals in the fields of Urban 
Studies and Policy Studies as well as having offered expert opinion to media outlets in the UK, Brazil and Spain. 

Employment History 
2021-  Senior Lecturer in Urban Planning, School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University 

 Programme Director MSc Urban Planning. Module Lead UG and PGT (Planning, Power and People; 
Globalisation and Social Justice; Understanding Cities) and contributor to graduate modules (Y2 Urban 
Poverty: A Global Perspective; Y2 Research Methods; Y2 Participation: Theories and Practice). 

2017-2021 Lecturer, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, University of Sheffield 

Programme Director MSc Cities and Global Development. Module Lead PGT (Theorising the City in the 
Global South; Urban Development in the Global South; International Field Trip), and contributor to 
graduate modules (Y2 Values, Theory and Ethics in Spatial Planning; Y3 European Field Trip).  

Research Focus 
Core themes: urban governance, the planning process and social justice. I am interested in examining the role of 
knowledge and ideas shaping policy making through a relational and comparative approach. This is attentive to 
the development trajectories of cities, the contemporary dynamics in localising and contesting global city ideas 
and the institutional context in which public policies are situated.  

Funded Research Projects (selected) 
2021-25 Co-investigator, European Union Horizon 2020, Contested Territories (€2.5 mi overall) 

Coordinator thematic group Critical Analysis of Public Policies – Circulation of Policy Knowledge with 
University Chile and University of Buenos Aires. 

2025 Principal Investigator, Newcastle University Social Justice Review Fund, Urban Prefigurations (£6,770) 

Working in collaboration with civil society organisation Fundación Ciudades sin Miedo (Argentina) for 
the development of the community exchange platform Urban Prefigurations (urbanpref.com) and 
short films documenting community-led practices. 

2023 Principal Investigator, British Council, Global Urban Planning Education Consortium (£14,540) 

Development and implementation of an awarded transnational postgraduate course through a 
cooperation between Newcastle University, School of Planning and Architecture New Delhi and the 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee. 

https://urbanpref.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@UrbanPref
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RC21 & International Academic Engagement 
Participation in RC21 conferences as presenter (Urbino, Mexico City and Antwerp), session organiser (Santiago 
de Chile) and innovative session – film screening A Place in the City (2024) (Vienna, forthcoming). 

RC21 Doctoral School in Comparative Urban Studies:  
o Participant: Urbino (2015) 
o Lecturer: Santiago de Chile (Urban Governance, State-Society Relations) 

2023 Visiting fellow, Department of Geography, State University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Since 2022 Executive editor, corresponding editor for the Americas, International Planning Studies journal 

Since 2019 Founding committee member of the Latin American Research Group at the Royal Geographic Society 

Education 
2016 PhD Planning Studies, Bartlett School of Planning, University College London 
2006 MA Tourism Management, School of Architecture and the Built Environment, University of Westminster 
2001 BA (Honours) Management Studies, Mackenzie University, São Paulo, Brazil 

Selected Publications 
Books 

Rocco, R & Silvestre, G (eds.) (2024) Insurgent Planning Practice. Newcastle: Agenda Publishing. 

Selected peer-reviewed academic papers 

Silvestre, G. Popular Planning: Integrating co-production, insurgency and prefiguration in Latin American Cities. 
Environment & Urbanization, accepted for publication. 

Silvestre, G. Institutional Activism and Insurgent Planning: leveraging windows of opportunity for transformative 
urban change. Planning Theory, under review. 

Jajamovich, G, Silvestre, G, Duque Franco, I (2025) The symbolic dimensions of waterfront regeneration projects: 
inter-referencing, legitimating strategies and circulating practices in three Latin American megaprojects. Cambridge 
Journal of Regions, Economy and Society, 18(2). 

Silvestre, G & Jajamovich, G. (2023) The dialogic constitution of model cities: the circulation, encounters and critiques 
of the Barcelona model in Latin America. Planning Perspectives, 38(2), 305-327. 

Current Administrative Responsibilities (Newcastle University, 2021-present) 
• Programme Director MSc Urban Planning  
• Personal tutor to MSc students  
• School deputy director of Internationalisation 
• Member of the Planning Management Committee 
• Member of the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Committee  
• Steering committee member of the Centre of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

Language Proficiency 
• Fluency: English, Spanish and Portuguese 
• Advanced proficiency: French and Catalan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hZYGVQDv2g
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