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Academic Profile 

I am an urban researcher working at the intersection of critical human geography, urban sociology, sustainability 

and planning, with a strong commitment to social justice and interdisciplinarity. My research examines the socio-

spatial, political, and economic transformations that shape cities and reproduce inequalities, with the aim of 

contributing to more socially, spatially, and environmentally just urban futures. Focusing on housing and urban 

restructuring, my work addresses four interconnected themes:  

(i) housing energy upgrades and the just transition to climate-neutral cities;  

(ii) housing financialization, housing policies, and residential real estate markets;  

(iii)  gentrification, displacement, socio-spatial contestation, and social injustice; and  

(iv) diversity and solidarity in urban practice. 
 

 

Relevant Academic Qualifications 

2014 PhD in Social Geography: Department of Geography, Harokopio University, Athens (Greece) 

2006 M.Sc. in Sustainability, Planning and Environmental Policy, Distinction. School of City and 

Regional Planning, Cardiff University, United Kingdom 

2003 BA Economic Science, Athens University of Economics and Business (Greece) 
 

Current Position & Previous Appointments 

since 2023   Researcher, Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis (ITAS), Karlsruhe 

Institute of Technology (KIT), Germany. 

since 2025   Editor, European Urban and Regional Studies (Sage Publications, United Kingdom) 

2022 -  23   Postdoctoral Researcher, Leibniz Institute for Research in Society and Space, Erkner, Germany 

2019 - 21  Postdoctoral Marie Skłodowska Curie Fellow, School of Geography, University of Leeds, UK 

2017 - 19  Postdoctoral Researcher, ‘Talent Attraction’ Fellowship (ranked 1st in Social Sciences), Regional 

Government of Madrid Department of Anthropology and Spanish Philosophical Thinking, 

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid , Spain 

2015 - 17  Postdoctoral Researcher, ‘Juan de la Cierva’ Fellowship (ranked 4th out of 88 in Social Sciences) 

National Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness, Spain Department of Political Science and 

International Relations, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

2013 - 15   Research Assistant ERC FP7 DIVERCITIES, National Centre for Social Research (EKKE), 

research project DIVERCITIES, FP7-SSH-2012-1-319970; Athens, Greece  
 

Research Projects and Grants 

To date, I have secured more than €650,000 in competitive research funding as Principal Investigator and Co-

Principal Investigator and contributed to grant applications exceeding €5 million in total third-party funding: 
 
 

2026 –2029  Housing-Wealth-Nexus (Marie Curie Staff Exchange, €1.8M) – Work Package Leader on Market 

actors and housing investment strategies. 

2023 –2027  PREFIGURE (Horizon Europe, €3M, CoI) – Leading research on the Greek case study and 

scaling policy innovation for affordable municipal housing. 

2023 –2025  NetZeroCities Recognition Grant (€100,000, PI) – Mapping climate finance mechanisms for 

housing renovation and energy-efficient urban transitions. 

2023   HoPoFin (Sciences Po Paris, Co-PI) – Comparative project on institutional investors and 

affordable housing in European cities. 

2019 –2021 Postdoctoral Marie Skłodowska Curie Fellowship (Beneficiary) School of Geography, 

University of Leeds, MATISSE: Post- crisis urban transformations in Athens and Barcelona; 

a comparative approach (Project ID: 795611, MSCA-IF-EF-ST; Budget: € 195,454.80. 
 
 

Research Output 

I have authored 44 scientific publications, which have received 1,212 Google Scholar citations (as of 17 June 

2026), and have published in five languages (Greek, English, Spanish, German, and Italian). In 2022, I 

received the Jim Lewis Article Prize from European Urban and Regional Studies for the article “Tracing the 

Socio-Spatial Logics of Transnational Landlords' Real Estate Investment: Blackstone in Madrid”. 
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Markets: Global Trends, Local Manifestations and the State, European Urban and Regional Studies. 33 (1), 
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10.1016/j.geoforum.2022.07.014 

Alexandri, G. (2018): Planning gentrification and the "absent" state in Athens. International Journal of 
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Invited speaker to conferences and expert meetings (selection) 

2026 Keynote speaker to the Urban Europe Research Alliance Conference (UERA) “Urban 

Transformation in a New Geopolitical Era? Nexus Thinking in Energy, Food, Ecological and Mobility  

Transition”, University of Strasbourg, 4th - 6th February, Strasburg (France). 

2025  Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Nordic Countries Expert Meeting “Affordable Housing and Energy”. 

Presentation: Prefiguring the Housing-Energy Nexus in Europe, 12th September, Stockholm (Sweden)  

2025  Panel “Reflections on the politics of affordable housing decarbonization and financing in Europe” 

organized by the Radical Housing Journal at the European Network of Housing Research (ENHR) 

annual conference. Presentation: From Housing to Energy: Prefigurating Interventions June 30th - July 

4th. University Paris Est Creteil, Paris (France)  
 

Academic Service 

• Horizon Europe Expert Evaluator  

• Reviewer for Urban Studies, IJURR, Environment and Planning, Housing Policy Debate, 

Environment and Planning A& C, Journal of Urban Affairs, Antipode, EURS, amongst others. 

• RC21 engagement: Regular participation in annual conferences since 2011, presentation of research, 

and co-organisation of thematic sessions, including “New Forms and Practices of Dispossession 

through Housing and Land Financialization” (Leeds, 2017) and “The Housing–Wealth Nexus in the 

Age of Rentier Capitalism” and “Rethinking the European City: Land Financialization, Wealth 

Accumulation, and the Production of New Urban Inequalities” (Vienna, 2026). 
 

 

Selected Teaching and Leadership 

Lecturer, EPICUR Alliance, Nomadic Travelling Academy (2026): “Transformative research methods”. 

Lecturer, MSc Regional Science, KIT (2023 - 2026): “Climate change urban transitions”, “Climate 

finance”. 

Co- Supervisor of PhD projects on “Commercial gentrification in China”, and the “Housing-energy 

nexus in Thessaloniki”. 

External examiner for PhD theses at the University of the Balearic Islands and Politecnico di Torino. 
 
 

Knowledge Exchange and Public Engagement (selection) 

2025 Collaboration with Torero Films on video production on the housing-energy nexus within the “Housing 

Thessaloniki” prototype of the PREFIGURE Project. 

2022 Collaboration with Eteron Institute for Research and Social Change “Housing financialisation: what is 

it and why is it of our concern?”, available at:  https://eteron.org/en/authors/georgia-alexandri-en/ 

2017  Scientific Co-director of the theatrical performance “d_i_s_P_L_A_C_E_D”, Contested Cities Athens 

2017, Cacoyannis Foundation, September 28th-30th. 

2017 Collaboration with art collective LeftHandRotation in video production about gentrification in the 

neighbourhood of Metaxourgio in Athens. “The Trojan Horse”, available at: 

https://issuu.com/lefthandrotation/docs/folleto_a3_eng 
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