
Motivation Letter for Election to the RC21 Board 

Karlsruhe, 18 June 2026 

 

Dear Members of the RC21 Election Committee, 

 

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the RC21 Board. As an urban researcher working 

at the intersection of critical urban studies, human geography, and housing research, I have benefited 

enormously from the intellectual community that RC21 has cultivated over the years. It would be a 

privilege to contribute to strengthening this community and supporting its future development. 

 

My research focuses on housing financialization, gentrification, socio-spatial inequalities, climate 

transitions, and urban justice, with a particular emphasis on Southern European cities and comparative 

urban research. Guided by a strong commitment to social justice, I seek to combine rigorous scholarship 

with socially engaged research and interdisciplinary collaboration, working across geography, 

sociology, planning, and public policy. My current work on the housing–energy vulnerability nexus and 

just urban transitions in the context of climate change also explores innovative participatory and 

experimental methodologies that seek not only to better understand urban transformations but also to 

inform policies and practices that foster socially inclusive and spatially just futures. Within the 

PREFIGURE project, for example, I contribute to developing and experimenting with the CORNER 

Mobile Living Lab as an innovative research, teaching, and engagement platform that makes visible the 

interconnections between housing and energy inequalities while supporting the co-creation of policies 

and practices that advance affordable, sustainable, and socially inclusive housing provision. 

 

RC21 has been an important intellectual home throughout my career. Since presenting my first 

paper at the Amsterdam conference in 2011, I have regularly participated in RC21 conferences, 

organized thematic sessions, and contributed to debates on housing, displacement, financialization, and 

urban inequalities. These experiences have reinforced my appreciation for RC21 as a space where early-

career and established scholars from diverse disciplinary and geographical backgrounds engage in 

meaningful dialogue. 

 

If elected to the Board, I would actively support RC21’s mission by helping to strengthen 

international collaboration, encourage participation from underrepresented regions and scholars, and 

foster interdisciplinary conversations around contemporary urban transformations. I would be 

particularly committed to promoting exchanges between urban researchers working on housing justice, 

climate transitions, and socio-spatial inequalities, while supporting initiatives that make RC21 an 

inclusive and welcoming network for researchers across career stages. 

 

Beyond my research, I have extensive experience organizing international conference sessions, 

workshops, research networks, and collaborative projects, as well as serving as Editor of European 

Urban and Regional Studies and reviewer for leading journals in urban studies. I value collegiality, 

collaborative governance, and collective responsibility, and I would bring these principles to my work 

on the Board. 

 

I would be honoured to contribute my experience, enthusiasm, and commitment to RC21 over the 

coming four years and to support the continued growth of a vibrant, diverse, and intellectually ambitious 

international community of urban scholars. 

 

Thank you for considering my application. 

 

Kind wishes, 

Georgia Alexandri 

  



Endorsers 

Prof. Dr. Tuna Taşan-Kok 

Chair of Urban Governance and Planning 

University of Amsterdam 

Email: M.T.TasanKok@uva.nl 

PD Dr. Matthias Bernt 

Acting Head of Research Area | Politics and Planning 

Leibniz Institute for Research in Society and Space (Leibniz IRS)  

Email: matthias.bernt@leibniz-irs.de 
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