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Montpellier, June 17, 2026 
 
 

Dear RC21 Presidents, Secretary, and Board Members, 

 

I am writing to apply to join the RC21 Board. I am highly motivated to contribute to the development of a network that 
has played a central role in my own academic journey and which, for me, constitutes one of the most important spaces 
for critical urban research on an international scale. My connection with RC21 is indeed both intellectual and personal. 
I completed my doctorate at the University of Saint-Étienne, in a context where there was no strong local tradition of 
urban studies. My doctoral thesis compared post-industrial cities in France and the United Kingdom, and it was during 
a stay in the UK that I discovered critical urban studies through the International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research. 

There, I found a set of theories that not only perfectly illuminated my fieldwork but, more broadly, that I find highly 
empowering. They provide the intellectual framework for the thesis I eventually defended and for the research I have 
pursued since then. While still a doctoral student, I conducted research in Saint-Étienne to fund my participation in the 
RC21 conferences in Vancouver in 2007 and Tokyo in 2008. Since then, I have attended other RC21 conferences (Leeds, 
Delhi, Rabat), published three articles in IJURR, and reviewed numerous texts for the journal, which has given me a 
lasting and tangible connection with the scientific ecosystem surrounding RC21. 

After defending my doctoral thesis, I was recruited to work in the field of international scientific development 
cooperation. I began as a lecturer in sociology at the National Institute of Urban Planning and Development (INAU) in 
Rabat, Morocco. There, I notably contributed to supporting the creation of a doctoral school in urban studies. This 
experience made me acutely aware of the daily constraints faced by doctoral students in many countries of the Global 
South: lack of funding, language barriers, inadequate supervision, difficulty accessing international publications, and, 
in authoritarian countries like Morocco, political censorship. This has profoundly shaped my understanding of what an 
international scientific network must be if it is to remain truly inclusive. 

I have since left the international development sector for a position at the University of Lyon, where I continue my 
multidisciplinary research, with a constant focus on combining collaborative approaches within international teams, 
critical urban studies theories, and comparative empirical investigations, particularly concerning left-behind places of 
planetary urbanization in the Global North and South. One of my core motivations is precisely to continue strengthening 
the bridge between the Francophone academic world, including universities in the Global South, and the predominantly 
Anglophone space in which the RC21 operates. If my application were successful, I would particularly do my best to 
contribute to help organize the next conferences and doctoral schools, strengthen North-South exchanges, facilitate the 
participation of colleagues facing financial and political constraints, and foster reflection on the possibility of 
maintaining critical research on the production of space in authoritarian contexts. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Max Rousseau  
  


