Motivation Statement - RC21 Board Candidature
Dear RC21 Co-Presidents and Secretary,

| am writing to express my interest in joining the RC21 Board. | would particularly welcome the
opportunity to contribute to strengthening RC21’s role as an inclusive and internationally
grounded network for critical urban scholarship at a time of shifting political, institutional and
financial constraints. In this regard, | am keen to support efforts to sustain accessible and diverse
conference participation, to further develop doctoral and early-career initiatives in more creative
and practice-engaged directions and to help foster collaborations that extend across different
regions and epistemic traditions.

As a scholar working in critical urban studies with a focus on Latin America and comparative
urbanism, | bring an approach that is attentive to plurality, dialogue and the connection between
research, pedagogy and practice. | am particularly interested in supporting formats and activities
that expand participation — whether through innovative conference structures, hybrid or low-cost
engagement, or doctoral training spaces that open up broader intellectual and professional
possibilities for emerging scholars.

My capacity to contribute to these areas is grounded in a sustained engagement with RC21 over
the past decade. | first became involved as a doctoral researcher, participating in the Doctoral
School in Comparative Urban Studies in Urbino (2015). Since then, | have attended multiple RC21
international conferences — including Urbino, Mexico City, Antwerp and Santiago de Chile, and
soon Vienna - contributing both as a presenter and as a session organiser. More recently, | have
had the opportunity to contribute as a lecturer in the Santiago doctoral school, working with
colleagues on the theme of comparative urban governance and engaging directly with early-
career researchers in a collaborative learning environment.

Alongside my involvement in RC21, | have contributed to the wider institutional and
organisational practices that sustain academic communities. | have served as a peer reviewer for
the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research over several years, and had the
experience of organising large conferences, being involved twice in the organising committee of
the UK-Ireland Planning Research Conference in Sheffield and Newcastle. | am currently
executive editor for International Planning Studies acting as corresponding editor for the
Americas.

RC21 is the academic community in which | feel most closely alighed, due to its international,
plural and inclusive ethos. This connection is also reflected in my research and creative practice.
For example, | recently directed the documentary film A Place in the City (2024), produced as part
of the research project Contested Territories, which explores community organising and
alternative urban futures. The film features academic commentary from RC21 colleagues and
was partly filmed during the Santiago conference, embodying the kind of collaborative and
engaged scholarship that RC21 continues to foster.

As a Global South mid-career scholar based in the north of England, within ten years of my PhD, |
am motivated to give back to this community and to contribute to its future directions. | would
value the opportunity to work collectively with the Board to support RC21’s activities and to
further strengthen its role as a space for inclusive, critical and globally connected urban research.

Yours sincerely,
Gabriel Silvestre


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hZYGVQDv2g

