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Dear RC21 Members, 

I am writing to put forward my candidacy for the RC21 Board with enthusiasm and a sense of 
investment in what RC21 stands for. As Associate Professor in Politics and Sustainability at 
Northeastern University London (NUL), my intellectual engagement is rooted in global comparative 
urbanism and urban politics, fields that lie at the heart of RC21's mission. My work draws on over two 
decades of cross-national research to advance a socio-spatial comparative perspective on urban 
inequality, nationalism, segregation, and contested cities in Europe and the Middle East, with editorial 
experience extending to North Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia. A distinctive strand of my 
scholarship involves the development of critical comparative socio-spatial methodologies across 
different geopolitical scales.  
 

Prior to joining NUL, I held academic posts at UCL, the University of Kent, and Lund University, Sweden. 
I am currently completing a monograph on the Spatial Geopolitics of Contested Urban Mobility and co-
edited a volume titled, Urban Geopolitics: Rethinking Planning in Contested Cities (Routledge, 2018). 
My publications in peer-reviewed journals, span papers in the International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research (IJURR), Political Geography, Urban Studies, Geopolitics, CITY and Peacebuilding. I 
convened the Urban Salon Symposium "Cities and Multiple Nationalisms" (April 2025), bringing 
together international scholars to drive forward comparative urban nationalism debates and we 
collectively published as a critical commentary in Urban Studies Journal (2026 forthcoming) “Bringing 
Nationalism into Global Urban Studies”.  
 

My sustained commitment to societal impact is further demonstrated through leading the JPI Urban 
Europe-funded MAPURBAN project (2021-23) publishing policy recommendations to enhance migrant 
access to public urban infrastructures in Stockholm, Berlin and London in collaboration with 
academics, local authorities and civil society partners in the UK, Germany, and Sweden. I am an active 
RC21 member since 2015, participating in several conferences and co-organised sessions on urban 
geopolitics and comparative urbanism, including a double paper session: "Towards a Global Urban 
Geopolitics: Bringing Geopolitics into the Mainstream of Comparative Urban Studies" Leeds 2017, and 
look forward to taking part and presenting in Vienna 2026.  
 

Across these collaborations, I have sought to cultivate an intellectual environment that is genuinely 
pluralist and collaborative, one that harnesses comparative thinking and a multiplicity of perspectives 
to broaden rather than narrow the horizons of critical urban scholarship. I would bring to the RC21 
Board a sustained record of cross-national collaboration and a clear ambition to extend RC21's 
intellectual and geographic reach, forging stronger connections with scholars working in the Middle 
East, North Africa, and Eastern Europe, regions that remain underrepresented in mainstream 
comparative urban debates. I am equally committed to nurturing the next generation of urban 
researchers through active support for early-career scholars and the development of RC21's doctoral 
school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Rock Rokem   
Associate Professor in Politics and Sustainability 
Northeastern University London 
jonathan.rokem@nulondon.ac.uk 
 

Supporting members: 
1) Jennifer Robinson, University College London, UK 
2) Liza Weinstein, Northeastern University Boston, USA 


