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Profile 

Max Rousseau is Junior Professor in Urban Studies and holder of the Chair “Urbanization beyond 
Metropolises” at ENTPE. His research focuses on the transformations of left-behind places and on 
the contradictions of planetary urbanization. He has published around seventy book chapters and 
journal articles in geography, political science, sociology, and planning/urban studies. 

 
Research areas 

Urban studies; political economy of urbanization; local governance; territorial inequalities; 
shrinking and left-behind places; extended and planetary urbanization; France/Morocco. 

 

Editorial and teaching responsibilities 

Co-editor-in-chief of the French journal Métropoles. Sciences sociales de l’urbain; co-editor of the 
“Varias” section in the French and English journal Justice Spatiale / Spatial Justice; editorial board 
member of the Belgian journal Dérivations. Pour le débat urbain. 

Vice-president of the Réseau Thématique “Sociologie de l’urbain et des territoires” (RT9, thematic 
network on urban and territorial sociology of the French Sociological Association). 

Head of the minor track “Aménagement et politiques urbaines” at ENTPE  

Teachings in sociology, political science and geography in engineering and master’s programmes at 
ENTPE, Sciences Po Lyon, and Université de Saint-Étienne. 
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Selected research projects 

Beyond “Left-behind” Places (Open Research Area – ANR/DFG/ESRC, 2021–2024), team 
member. 

Rocc’Alter. Decline and alternatives in Occitanie (Région Occitanie, 2021–2024), co-PI with A. 
Delage. 

Exode urbain (RRF / POPSU, 2021–2022), co-PI with A. Collet and A. Delage. 

GELULE. Geopolitics of the fight against urban sprawl (ANR JCJC, 2016–2021), co-PI with E. 
Charmes. 

ALTERGROWTH. Alternative policies for shrinking cities (ANR JCJC, 2015–2019), co-PI with 
V. Béal and N. Cauchi-Duval. 

 

 
Previous positions 

Since 2024 – Junior Professor in urban studies, ENTPE, Université de Lyon. 

2019-2024 – Research fellow, CIRAD, Université de Montpellier Paul Valéry 

2014–2019 – Assistant Professor in sociology, Institut National d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme, 
Rabat. 

2011–2012 – Postdoctoral researcher, ENS Lyon / Politecnico di Milano. 

2010–2011 – Research engineer, ENTPE Université de Lyon. 

2008–2010 – Project manager and scientific editor, Institut pour la Ville en Mouvement / DATAR. 

2003-2008 – Junior Lecturer in political science, Université de Saint-Etienne 


